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It employment1 It Is this humour that makes me so busy
when I am In company, to turn all that way; and since It
commonly end in talk, whether it be love, or common con-
versation, It is all alike. This Is so common, that I could
remember twenty women In my life, to whom I behaved
myself just the same way; and I profess without any other
design than that of entertaining myself when I am very
Idle, or when something goes amiss in my affairs. This I
always have done as a man of the world, when I had no
design for any thing grave In It, and what I thought at
worst a harmless Impertinence, But, whenever I begin to
take sober resolutions, or, as now, to think of entering into
the Church, I never found it would be hard to put off this
kind of folly at the porch.2

Besides, perhaps, In so general a conversation among that
sex, I might pretend a little to understand where I am
when I go to choose for a wife; and though the cunningest
sharper of the town may have a cheat put on him, yet it
must be cleanlier carried on than this which you think I am
going to top upon myself. And truly, If you knew how
metaphysical I am that way, you would little fear I should
venture on one who has given so much occasion to tongues;
for, though the people is a lying sort of a beast, and I think
in Leicester above all parts that I ever was in, yet they
seldom talk without some glimpse of reason, which I de-
clare, so unpardonably jealous I am, to be a sufficient cause
for me [not] to have any woman any farther than a bare ac-
quaintance, except all things else were agreeable and that
I had mathematical demonstration for the falsehood of the
first, which If It be not Impossible, I am sure Is very like it.
Among all the young gentlemen that I have known to have
ruined themselves by marrying which I assure you Is a
great number, I have made this general rule, that they are

1  " The person of great honour " has been identified as Lord Berke
ley, but as Sir Henry Craik says (" Life," i, 26) on no grounds that are
even plausible.   There is no proof that Berkeley had ever been in
Ireland before he came over in 1699 as a Lord Justice.   Mr. Lecky
thinks (" Prose Works," I, xv) that the remark of "a person of great
honour" may have originated from a perception of Swift's talents.

2  *e Swift proved unable to keep the "promise which doubtless he had
made to himself as well as to his friend," says Scott (c*Life,33 p. 51),
"and it is probably to a habit at first mdulged merely from vanity or
for the sake of amusement, that we are to trace the well-known circum-
stances which embittered his life and impaired his reputation."ng his stay at Leicester in the autumn oftated to have reached Southwell (Forster's " Life,"
